
Welcome to Germany – Libraries as Hosts!

Discover the wealth of the German library landscape in 
about 11,500 libraries 

· There are about 23,000 positions in German libraries
· A collection of 345 million media items countrywide
· 255,000 events are organised in German libraries annually
· About 670,000 visitors use libraries daily

"All German libraries – from the highly specialized 
research library through to the small community 
library – are an indispensable foundation of our know-
ledge and information society."  
(German Federal President Horst Köhler, 2007)

Further information about German libraries:

"Portals to the Past and to the Future" - Libraries in Ger-
many/by J. Seefeldt and L. Syré, 2nd, rev. English ed., 
Olms, 2007. ISBN 978-3-487-13412-3. (in German, French, 
Spanish, Portuguese, Russian, Chinese, Greek and Arabic 
also available as an online-edition at: www.goethe.de/wis/
bib/prj/bde/deindex.htm
This colourful publication provides the most important 
information about Germany’s libraries.

Library Portal (Bibliotheksportal)
www.bibliotheksportal.de
This internet portal covers all aspects of librarianship,  
including facts and figures on libraries  and a directory of  
professional library information sources on the web (mostly  
in German).

Portal of the Goethe-Institut
www.goethe.de/wis/bib/enindex.htm
An online portal with topics and discussions on library 
issues.

dbv-newsletter international
www.bibliotheksverband.de/nlarchiv/indexinternational.html
Monthly online newsletter with news from the library world
(in German).

Contact Info

For professional exchange with Germany from abroad

Library and Information in Germany (BID)
BI-International
Strasse des 17. Juni 114
D-10623 Berlin
Germany
Mail: bii@bi-international.de
www.bi-international.de

For cooperation with Germany

Deutscher Bibliotheksverband (dbv)
(German Library Association)
Expertise Network for Libraries (KNB)
International Cooperation
Strasse des 17. Juni 114
D-10623 Berlin
Germany
Mail: klauser@bibliotheksverband.de
www.knb.bibliotheksverband.de

For world-wide contact with Germany in your home countries

Goethe-Institut
Library and Information Services
Dachauer Str. 122
D-80637 München
Germany
Mail: boyer@goethe.de
www.goethe.de
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We support your plans to explore the German library land-
scape and to strengthen international knowledge transfer by:

· Providing financial support for professional visits to German 
libraries

· Providing organisational assistance and financial support 
for study tours to Germany

· Allocating financial support for participating in international 
conferences in Germany

· Encouraging personal professional contacts with German 
library specialists and colleagues

· Assisting in finding partners for European and international 
projects

· Recommending German specialists for participating in 
international conferences or seminars

· Providing and mediating current information on the German 
library developments

Germany is characterized by a decentralized federal system, 
especially in the field of culture and education. This system 
is reflected in the equally strong decentralization of the Ger-
man library landscape of about 11,500 libraries, resulting in 
a wide range of libraries, organisations and associations, all 
acting on behalf of the library profession and available as 
contact points for you.

Library and Information International 
(BI-International)
www.bi-international.de

The BID, Library and Information in Germany (Federal Union 
of German Library and Information Associations), is the um-
brella organisation for all institutional and personal members’ 
institutions in professional librarianship. BID fosters inter-
national cooperation. For this purpose, it has established 
"Library and Information International" (BI-International) as a 
permanent commission. BI-International contributes to the 
creation of an international network by supporting profes-
sional exchange. 
· BI-International organises and subsidizes study trips by 

foreign library and information professionals to Germany. 
· The commission provides financial support for professional 

visits to German libraries
· BI-International supports the participation in international 

conferences and seminars
· It attends to the international delegation invited to the annual  

librarians’ meetings in Germany (Bibliothekartag and Biblio-
thekskongress)

· BI-International organises and funds professional visits and 
study tours by German librarians to other countries

German IFLA National Committee
German IFLA Presidential Term 
www.ifla-deutschland.de

The IFLA National Committee coordinates and supports the 
German commitment to IFLA by providing German represen- 
tation on the IFLA panels, by promoting young library pro-
fessionals and by enabling the exchange of information. It 
assisted the German IFLA president Claudia Lux during her 
term of office as IFLA president 2007 - 2009 and supports 
her presidential theme "Libraries on the Agenda!" further on.

EU Project Information Centre within the
Expertise Network for Libraries
www.knb.bibliotheksverband.de

The EU Project Information Centre, located at the Berlin 
State Library, provides information on EU funding pro-
grammes. It assists in locating German partner institutions 
for joint projects.
Contact: Birgit.Stumm@sbb.spk-berlin.de

International Cooperation within the 
Expertise Network for Libraries (KNB)
www.knb.bibliotheksverband.de

The Expertise Network for Libraries is responsible for ac-
complishing tasks of national significance for the German 
library system.
One of its activities is international cooperation:
· It provides access to specialist knowledge from all over 

the world and promotes innovation in libraries
· Organizes participation in international committees 
· Acts as coordination centre for international cooperation 

in Germany

Goethe-Institut
www.goethe.de

The Goethe-Institut operates over 100 libraries and informa-
tion centres in close to 80 countries. They cooperate with 
the library networks of the host countries and act as contact 
points for all topics and questions relating to Germany.
Services for libraries include:
· Organisation of study tours and professional visits in 

Germany
· Promotion of German contributions at conferences in the 

host countries
· Coordination of bilateral and multilateral projects 
· Support of the development of German book and media 

collections
· Promotion of professional training


